


Private Samuel Lawrence
Samuel was the brother of Waldron Lawrence, whose Distinguished

Conduct Medal (DCM), DCM citation and other medals are pictured

here separately. Samuel died aged 19 in the Battle of Havrincourt,

on 14 September 1918. He is remembered on the Vis en Artois

Memorial, Pas de Calais. James and Martha Lawrence, his parents,

and his brothers and sister are also pictured here.



Samuel Lawrence was mourned by his mother and father,

pictured here, and by his surviving sister and brothers – three of

whom also served in the Great War but survived to return home.

Pictured above behind parents James and Martha, are:

Waldron, John, William, Kathleen, Arthur, Harrold and Francis.

James and Martha Lawrence

raised their large family in a

small home at 39 High Street,

Meppershall. The village

remains home to Doreen

Lawrence, daughter of Waldron,

who now lives on Fildyke Road.

Meppershall says a big Thank

You to David Watts who kindly

shared these items and

information with us.



Waldron Lawrence (far left – and portrait right) and his late 

brother Samuel Lawrence both served in the Royal Fusiliers.

Left: the original citation for Waldron’s DCM issued by Major General

Sir Cecil Edward Pereira KCB CMG and (right) DCM medal index card.

Below – medal index cards for Waldron (left) and Samuel Lawrence.



Percy (Will to his friends)
served with the Bedfordshire
Regiment but was injured in
France in 1916. He had
married Minnie Dilley a year
before. He spent Christmas of
that year at Beaufort War
Hospital, Bristol. A letter from
his friend William Cakebread
is displayed here. Percy lived
into his 30s with his injuries
and he lies, with Minnie, here
in our churchyard.

Private Percy “Will” Pettifar

Private William Cakebread

that letter, Private Cakebread
fell in the 3rd Battle of Ypres,
30th October 1917. Aged 22,
he left behind mum and dad,
William and Harriet, and lies at
Poelcapelle British Cemetery.
Here you can also see Percy
Pettifar’s British War Medal
and Victory Medal, kindly
shared by Tim Cooper, history
enthusiast and researcher.

William Cakebread’s
letter to his friend
Percy (Will) mentions
the “hell” of the
front. A year after



The remarkable letter between friends, dated October 1916.
With thanks to Private Pettifar’s brother’s grandchildren, Gary and
Karen Dilley for this and other items they have kindly shared.



The father of the wife of Private
Pettifar, then injured at Beaufort War
Hospital, receives a card and a word
of hope from Richard Isherwood
(Rector of St Mary’s Meppershall from
1900 to 1936) at Christmas 1916…



A photo believed to show a Bedfordshire Regiment Mess and 
(Top) a wartime postcard from Minnie Dilley to her beloved husband 

– note the infantrymen in the top right corner of the image.



An unknown soldier from Dilley family photographs; Meppershall’s Memorial at its 
installation soon after 1918; and Meppershall Reserves Football team 1910-11

– many of who would go on to serve in the Great War.



Corporal Harry Brice

1st Battalion, 
Bedfordshire 

Regiment – fell in the 
2nd Battle of the 

Somme (Bapaume) on 
23 August 1918 and 
lies at Gommecourt
British Cemetery.



Private Archie Warne wrote 
this letter to his brother 
one month before his death 
while in Mesopotamia with 
the Seaforth Highlanders. 
He is remembered at the
Basra Memorial, Iraq. He 
was 22. His family home
was The Laurels,
Meppershall.



Private Archibald Warne


